deceased on the floor of the room with the head reclining against the foot of the bed.
It was much putrefied. The 2c? Observation. In October 1835, a young woman presented herself at the Hotel Dieu, complaining of having suffered much from some medicine which she had taken the day preceding. On examination, a dark yellow spot was seen on her face near the commissure of the lips, her tongue and the mucous membrane of the mouth were highly inflamed, and the act of deglutition was painful. She was strictly questioned as to whether she had attempted to poison herself, but this she positively denied. It was evident that she was in a state of pregnancy, but this she also denied. The prescription of the medicine which she had taken directed a mixture of four drachms of sulphate of magnesia in three ounces of chamomile water; but when the bottle was examined, it was found to contain two drachms of a liquid consisting of equal parts of sulphuric acid and water. Some gum-water was administered to her which she continued to swallow with great difficulty; but it was almost instantly rejected. Her pulse was small and frequent: there was scarcely any burning sensation in her stomach, and indeed her only complaint was of pain in her throat. After a quiet night she was found much more composed, and could swallow more freely. Her pulse, however, was depressed, and her extremities were cold. During the second night she suffered from violent ?cramps in the lower extremities and of an entire loss of feeling in her right leg, which was found to be extremely cold at its lower part. On the following morning the symptoms abated; but there was no return of sensation in the right leg, her pulse became weaker and weaker; and on the third night after her admission she died without appearing to suffer.
On inspection, the mucous membrane of the oesophagus was found of a yellowish-black colour: it was covered with a similarly-coloured liquid, which was so adherent to it as almost to resemble a false membrane. The lining membrane was thickened, but was easily detached in layers. About five ounces of a daik yellowish liquid were found in the stomach. The mucous membrane of the viscus was in the same condition as that of the oesophagus; and its surface was covered with a dark yellowish mucus, which was remarkably firm and strongly adherent at the pyloric extremity. On removing a portion of this, the membrane beneath was found as it were carbonized. The duodenum and the small intestines presented a similar appearance. The heart contained about three ounces of coagulated blood, Although we do not pretend to deny the possibility of a mineral acid, like the sulphuric, entering into the blood by absorption, (indeed this may be necessary to its ordinary medicinal operation,) yet we contend the point still remains unsettled, and it will so remain, until analyses of a less equivocal nature establish its presence in the blood of persons who have taken it. Sulphuric acid forms a very intimate combination with albumen; and it would be by no means difficult to detect it in a coagulum where it really had existed in sufficient quantity to produce coagulation. In the mean time the hypothesis of the authors of this paper involves this parodox: the acid is capable of traversing the minute capillaries without coagulating their contents or blocking up their canals, while it recovers its coagulating power on the blood when it reaches the heart, aorta, and larger arteries. It will render the femoral artery impermeable by a consolidation of its contents, after having had its coagulating power suspended in the numerous vessels through which it must have passed before it could have reached that artery.]
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